INCANTATION

for wind orchestra



The beginning of the Earth has always fascinated me. It is
described in such a cataclysmic, apocalyptic way that makes sci-fi seem
real. Imagine, as the Earth is being born, hundreds of asteroids peck
and smash into it, and suddenly a planet the size of Mars collides with
the newborn planet, creating an asteroid belt, and what we now know
as the Moon. This piece is a creation story about the old golem Earth,
and about it’s brutal birth and transformation into our benevolent
mother of life.

Performance notes:

The beginning of this piece is an imitation of a phenomenon
called the “Taos hum,” a pitch that resonates throughout the Earth and
can be heard in certain places on the planet. It is supposed to be
haunting, a lowly melody that describes the loneliness the newborn
planet has. Soon, the fanfare of the new world chimes, and heavenly
trumpets play an ominous tone row that should strike fear into the
crowd. This beginning is frightening, and should be played as such.
Make sure that the trumpet and trombone entrance is audible, but not
overbearing. The next section is fast, and can be brutal to play. Make
sure articulations are played correctly, as I have specified which notes
are slurred and articulated. When rehearsing this section, I recommend
a “macro-micro-macro” method. Start big, have the group sightread
this section. Then, work small. Finally, rehearse larger sections, or the
whole allegro section to practice endurance. The end is a
recapitulation of the beginning, to signify a new beginning. The Earth
is not the same, the Earth is a parent to life itself.



Instrumentation:

6 flutes
2 oboes
2 bassoons
1 e-flat clarinet
6 b-flat clarinets
1 e-flat alto clarinet
1 bass clarinet
2 e-flat alto saxophones
1 b-flat tenor saxophone
1 e-flat baritone saxophone

4 horns in f
5 b-flat trumpets
3 trombones
2 euphoniums
2 tubas

string bass
xylophone
timpani
percussion 1: bass drum, tam-tam, 2 players
percussion 2: snare drum, crash cymbal, 1 player

c.a. 5
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