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Concert Band

Program Note:

African Violet is one of the fruits of my long term research into the music and
culture of the Ewe people of Southern Ghana. Various versions of the themes are
combined in multiple counterpoints on traditional Ewe percussion parts, played
by the winds and optional percussion. Call and Response patterns based on Ewe
concepts happen among the instruments, and, between solo instruments and the
ensemble, bringing the entire piece to a thrilling climax.

Performance Notes:

* Sub-Saharan West African music is predicated on the co-existence of two
conflicting rhythmic concepts:

1 the asymmetric bell pattern is in groups of 7/8 + 5/8

2 the simultaneous symmetric motives are in regular groups 0f222222,or, 33
33,

or444

the resulting rhythmic tension should be brought out

* a constant tempo and the precision of the attack is paramount

* there are a number of shifts of clave from the Afro-Caribbean tradition as well
* imitations and canons from the Western European art music tradition should
be emphasized. Differentiating a more percussive attack with a more legato
approach will bring this out

* conflicting dynamics are often used to differentiate between the primary
voice(s) and the accompanying voice(s)
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